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God’s Big Idea: God PERFECTS so you can PURSUE.

Our obedience in faith is not the beginning of some vague progress on a shadowy moral way,
but is the acceptance of grace, which is always whole, complete, perfect; [we live] in the strength of
this encounter. ‘Perfect’ belongs to God and comes to us by our contact with God, not as a
possession but as a gift.—R. Gregor Smith

But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, |
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them garbage, that | may gain Christ and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith
in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith...

...Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press on
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, | do not consider
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward
in Christ Jesus. —Philippians 3:7-9, 12-14

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and
lose heart. —Hebrews 12:1-3

God can still draw STRAIGHT LINES with CROOKED STICKS.




