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God’s Big Idea:
When GOD’S STRENGTH is YOUR STRENGTH, you’re STRONG ENOUGH.
Practice PERSEVERANCE
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.—James 1:2-4
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.
And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings,
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character,
hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.—Romans 5:1-5

Gain PERSPECTIVE
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in
us…And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.—Romans 8:18, 28
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not
from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. Therefore we do not lose heart.
Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light
and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.—2
Corinthians 4:7-9; 16-17

Receive COMPASSION
I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. I well remember them, and
my soul is downcast within me. Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the
Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.—Lamentations 3:19-23
To keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to
torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am
weak, then I am strong.—2 Corinthians 12:7-10
My comfort in my suffering is this: your promise preserves my life.—Psalm 119:50

